
Age Cervical Cancer*†1 Chlamydia and Gonorrhea2

No screening

Cytology alone every three years.‡

Screening is recommended for women age 25 or older  
with increased risk factors.

Any one of the following:

	⊲ Co-testing with cervical cytology  
and high-risk HPV testing every 5 years. 

	⊲ Cytology alone every 3 years.
	⊲ HPV alone every 5 years.

No screening after adequate negative 
 prior screening results.§

Screening Guidelines

Over
65

30 -65

21 -29

Under 
21

25 years and older

Opt-out screening  
provides universal testing  

for all female patients  
aged 15-24, regardless 

of sexual activity. Patients 
are informed they will be 

screened and, unless they 
decline, will be tested.

Annual screening is 
recommended for all 

sexually active women 
younger than 25 years.



* The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) joins ASCCP and the Society of  Gynecologic Oncology (SGO) in endorsing the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) cervical cancer screening recommendations, which replace ACOG Practice Bulletin No. 
168, Cervical Cancer Screening and Prevention, as well as the 2012 ASCCP cervical cancer screening guidelines.3,4

† These recommendations apply to individuals with a cervix who do not have any signs or symptoms of cervical cancer, regardless of their sexual history or HPV vaccination status. These recommendations do not apply to individuals who are at the high risk of the disease, such 
as those who have previously received a diagnosis of a high-grade precancerous cervical lesion. These recommendations also do not apply to individuals with in utero exposure to diethylstilbestrol or those who have a compromised immune system (E.g., individuals with human 
immunodeficiency or virus).

‡ Primary hrHPV testing is FDA approved for use starting at age 25 years and ACOG, ASCCP, and SGO advise that primary hrHPV testing every 5 years can be considered as an alternative to cytology-only screening in average-risk patients aged 25-29 years.

§ Adequate negative prior screening test results are defined as three consecutive negative cytology results, two consecutive negative contesting results, or two consecutive hrHPV test results within 10 years before stopping screening, with the most recent test occurring within 
the recommended screening interval for the test used.3,5
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